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ENVIRONMENTAL SNAPSHOT 2010/2011
ACHIEVEMENTS OF 2010-11 FOR A CLEAN GREEN AND SUSTAINABLE CITY
This past year has seen our City receive one of the highest
environmental awards for local government - the NSW
Keep Australia Beautiful Overall Sustainable Council Award.
This award is a reflection of the hard work and dedication
of the community over the 2010/2011 period to improve
and maintain our environment.
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The award was recognition of the range of environmentally
sustainable projects the Council was able to pursue over
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the year and the consistent approach to managing our local
environment to best advantage.
This year, the usual State of the Environment Report
follows a different format and is reported as a component
of the Annual Report.
Council has produced this summary brochure to provide
the community with a snapshot of our achievements over
the last year.

SUSTAINABLE OPEN SPACE AND BUSHLAND MANAGEMENT
•

Review and improvement of standardised and
interpretive and educational signage in parks and
reserves.

•

Flora and Fauna Biodiversity study has commenced for
the preparation of a Biodiversity Plan for the City of
Kogarah.

•

Council has a map of all public toilets located within
the LGA on its website and at its Customer Service
Centre.

•

•

Council installed ‘liberty swings’ which are disabled
access swings.

Botany Bay Trail to Oatley Cycleway Feasibility Study
2010-2011 was developed. Council developed the
Kyle Williams Reserve Bushfire Management Plan and
the Poulton Park Bushfire Management Plan.

•

Council’s parks and reserves also have boardwalks,
walkways and trails which allow for improved mobility.

Best Practice Methods of Management training was
provided to Council staff and bushcare volunteers.

•

Draft Noxious Weed Procedures Manual completed.

•
•

Maintenance of Council’s Asset Management Plan
which includes mapping of Council’s park assets,
determining their condition, current value and
projected replacement value.

•

Education is provided to residents, the community and
schools through The Biodiversity Kit, Council’s website,
at Council events, workshops and even internal staff
talks and school presentations.

•

Council participated in the ‘Adopt-a-school’ program,
with Woniora Road School . This regeneration project
within Quarry Reserve was an initiative from the
Department of Education and Training.

•

Tree Information is now available in Greek, Cantonese
and Arabic.

•

Continued community involvement throughout the
preparation of all Plans of Management and Landscape
Master Plans.

•

Bushcare workshops include information on weed
identification, removal techniques and suitable plant
species.

•

At National Tree Day in 2010-2011, Council gave
away approximately 3,000 trees.

•

Street Tree Management Strategy Master Plan
completed.

•

Bushcare volunteers work at Moore Reserve, Oatley
and Poulton Park.

•

Qualified bush regeneration contractors also work to
restore bushland parks and reserves.
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SUSTAINABLE WASTE MANAGEMENT
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•

The Keep Australia Beautiful (KAB) Waste Watchers
program was presented to 13 primary schools in the
Kogarah City Council LGA.

•

During Clean Up Australia Day 2011, over 200
residents including scout groups and girl guides,
participated in the event. Approximately five tonnes
of rubbish was collected from eight sites around the
LGA. This year five schools also participated in Clean
Up Schools Day.

•

Council also has completed and implemented an Illegal
Dumping and Litter Integrated Plan.

•

Council’s current diversion rate of waste from Landfill
is approximately 52%.

•

Council recycles waste at all public events. At Australia
Day, 85% of the waste is recycled.

•

Council also provides the ‘Envirobank Reverse Vending
Machine’ at major events.

•

Enviroworks programs which focus on ‘Avoid, Reduce,
Recycle’ have been run both on weekends and during
the week to maximise participation.

•

Landfill tours - 10 tours were conducted made up of
25 residents including non-English speaking groups.

•

Green Champions Award has been incorporated into
the Staff Reward and Recognition Program.

•

Staff are encouraged to use recycled content
stationery items and these items are set as default
purchases for all major stationery elements.
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SUSTAINABLE ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
•

Council’s Environmental Sustainability Delivery
(ESD) Plan is Council’s ‘umbrella’ document for
environmental sustainability.

•

‘Watch our Watts’ Program was delivered to primary
schools in partnership with the Observatory Hill
Environmental Education Centre.

•

Bike Week is held annually in February. In 2011, the
event included a Sunday bicycle ride, speakers, bicycle
maintenance, and information stalls.

•

Educational site tours are conducted of Council
sustainable development sites, including the Kogarah
Town Square.

•

Library’s Crazy Pages Book Club was entitled
‘Everything Green’ for children in the 6-9 age group.

•

•

The Sustainability Expo is an annual combined initiative
by St George Councils and is usually held as part of the
Oatley Lions Spring Festival.

An audit was conducted of Council’s open space
and outdoor lighting which identified possible energy
savings of $25,000.

•

A Fridge Buyback Program which collects old fridges
and provides a rebate.

•

Council provides environmental grants known as the
Mayor’s Green Grants every two years.

•

Council’s Procurement Policy has been updated to
include sustainability clauses.

•

Most of Council’s events are offset with accredited
carbon offset programs. The events are usually
publicised and information provided on the offset
project to ensure transparency in the offset process.

•

Council also celebrates World Environment Day, Walk
to Work Day, Sustainable House Day and Earth Day.
These events are celebrated internally and externally.

•

For Earth Hour in 2011, Council provided EcoSwitches
to 200 residents to enable them to save their standby
energy.

•

Council also partners with a number of not-for-profit
organisations such as the One Million Women Program,
Australian Conservation Foundation and the Total
Environment Centre (TEC) to promote renewable
energy and energy efficiency to its community.
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SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE

•

The ‘Say No to Transfats’ Program was delivered to
over 220 food businesses to ban transfats within the
City.

•

‘Recipe for Food Safety’ training sessions and
educational material are currently being provided in
five languages.

•

Council has six leash free/pet friendly parks with bins
and dog litter dispensers.

•

Smoke Free Zones signs are provided upon entry into
all smoke free areas. For example, Council owned
buildings, children’s playgrounds, bus shelters, etc in
accordance with Council’s Policy.

•

Kogarah City Council’s environmental health team
conducts introductory food training for all school
canteen and childcare centre workers/food handlers.
A Food Safety information session was held for all
childcare centres, school canteens and sporting kiosks
to advise of the new legislation, allergens and healthy
eating.

•

Food Shop inspections are carried out in 900+ shops
annually.

Public health
FACT SHEET
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A ‘Fighting Heart Disease’ in Kogarah Strategy was
completed in partnership with The Heart Foundation.

KOGARAH

•

Cooling and reheating
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Cooling food
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To prevent food poisoning bacteria from multiplying potentially hazardous food must be cooled as quickly as possible.
The Food Safety Standards require you to cool potentially hazardous food:
From 60oC to 21oC within of 2 hours then
From 21oC to 5oC within a further 4 hours
There are some simple ways to cool food rapidly:
• Place food in the fridge or cool room immediately after it has stopped steaming.
• Portion the food before cooling.
• Place liquid food such as stews and casseroles in shallow containers no more than 5 cm deep.
• Ensure cool air can circulate round the food. Therefore place food on shelves and not on the floor.
• Use your thermometer to check temperatures.

Reheating food
Food poisoning bacteria start to multiply when food reaches temperatures above 5oC. The longer it takes food to
reheat to 60oC, where bacteria stops multiplying, the greater the number that will be present in the food.
It is therefore vital to reheat food rapidly. The maximum recommended time is 2 hours.
The Food Safety Standards require you to reheat potentially hazardous food that you are going to hold hot, for
example in a bain-marie, rapidly to 60oC or above and display or store it at that temperature or above.
For food that is to be served immediately it is recommended to reheat it rapidly to at least 70oC and hold it at
that temperature or above for at least 2 minutes.

Note:

You must have a probe thermometer, accurate to +/- 1oC to check the temperatures of
potentially hazardous food. This thermometer must be available at all times and remember to
ensure all staff know where it is.
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SUSTAINABLE WATER MANAGEMENT
•

Catchment Crusaders was presented by Council to
over 100 students in the LGA.

•

The creation of naturalised foreshore areas as part of
the Neverfail Bay Foreshore Restoration Project.

•

Completed Mangement Works at Moore Reserve
wetlands restoration and monitoring project.

•

The Beverley Park Water Reclamation Plant can
produce 400,000 litres of water on average per day.

•

The Carlton Industrial Stormwater Reuse Plant is
currently in its commissioning stage.

•

The Lower Georges River Sustainability Initiative is a
partnership grant program with Rockdale, Hurstville
City and Sutherland Shire Councils, the GRCCC
and Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management
Authority.

•

The Water Efficiency Plan (WEP) has been developed.

•

Irrigation and Landscape Efficiency Program is a
partnership program offered by Sydney Water to local
councils to achieve sustainable water savings.

•

Council has recently installed a 200,000 litre belowground rainwater tank and irrigation system at Jubilee
Oval.
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SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT
An established Heritage Grant Program aims to assist
in the promotion and protection of Kogarah City’s
heritage while offsetting the burden of caring for listed
items. The program is in its seventh year. The general
purpose of the fund is to assist in the promotion and
protection of the City’s heritage. Owners of heritage
listed properties are eligible for grant funding for
restoration, conservation or extraordinary maintenance
works. Funding is provided up to a dollar for dollar
amount.

•

A Discount Paint Scheme, negotiated with Wattyl/
Pascol Paints, is available to all listed properties and
those within Heritage Conservation Areas (HCAs).

•

Council fully funds a Heritage Advisor to advise staff,
Councillors and the wider community to ensure
appropriate conservation of our local heritage.
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