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STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT – 2012-2013
Kogarah City Council’s Environmental Sustainability
Vision is to achieve a ‘Clean, Green and Sustainable
City’. This vision recognises our responsibility as
a community to protect the environment and to
preserve it for current and future generations.
A green city is both a challenge and a priority for
Council as an urban area. Establishing a balance
between the natural and built environments is
critical to the success of this vision.
Council is committed to reducing our ecological
footprint and a critical factor in helping us to
achieve this vision is the efforts and support of our
local community
Kogarah City Council addresses local environmental
sustainability issues through partnerships
formed with our community, staff, neighbouring
councils, industries and other organisations. Our
commitment is on-going and one which we have
made in partnership with our community to
preserve and nurture our local environment.
It’s all about teamwork, that is, Council and the
community working together towards a common
goal and at Kogarah, we have proven that this is a
formula for success.
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In 2012 Kogarah City Council won the award for
Best Achievement in Sustainability at the Australian
Event Awards for Environmental Sustainability.
Kogarah City Council has achieved a remarkable
target, with 100% of Council’s events being fully
carbon offset.
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In the last year alone, Council saved over 60t of
CO2 by identifying the principals and non-negotiable
elements of the Sustainable Events Management
Strategy.
Council is also committed to creating a culture of
sustainability within our own organisation and we
do this through continually scrutinizing, challenging
and improving our internal processes. This includes
more sustainable purchasing, a sustainable car fleet,
and sustainable Council buildings and facilities.
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Kogarah also received international recognition by
winning a Gold Award at the International Liveable
Communities Awards 2012. The LivCom Awards is
the world’s only competition for local communities
that focuses on environmental management and the
creation of liveable communities.
Kogarah City Council has launched a ‘Keeping
Kogarah Beautiful’ campaign. This is designed to
continually engage individuals, community groups,
businesses, schools and our own staff so that
sustainability and ‘greening Kogarah’ is at the
forefront of people’s minds.
Some of the projects completed between 1
July 2012 and 30 June 2013 include:
•

Four (4) schools visited as part of the
Catchment Crusaders school education
program.

•

Ten (10) primary schools participated in the
programs as part of Keep Australia Beautiful’s
Waste Watchers.

•

Carss Bush Park now has four (4) permanent
public place recycling bins after a successful pilot
study.

•

Oatley shopping centre was selected to go
‘plastic bag free’. 5,000 paper bags were
distributed to shop keepers within the Oatley
Shopping precinct, at festivals and events such
as the Oatley Lions Village Festival and Seniors’
Week.

•

Over 52 tonnes of ‘e-waste’ was collected.
Council has now set up a permanent drop off
location for residents.

•

Over 45 tonnes of items were collected at the
annual chemical collection.

•

Recycling Week bus tours were run to Chullora
Recycling Centre as well as visual audits
completed for 50 unit blocks and 195 single
dwellings.

During National Composting Awareness Week,
garden waste bin audits were completed for 60
properties with only three contaminated bins
identified.

•

Environmental stalls were held at two events
including the Oatley Lions Festival (‘Protect
Our Waterways’) and Council’s Australia Day
Festival (‘Recycling At Home’).

•

Approximately 750kg per week of food waste
was saved from going to landfill at ‘The Kyle
Bay’.

•

•

Eighteen environmental workshops were
delivered to residents.

During Clean Up Australia Day, nine (9) public
open space sites and five schools were cleaned
up by 92 volunteers. Approximately 3.4 tonnes
of rubbish was removed.

•

The Mayor’s Green Grants were distributed to
nine (9) schools and community groups.
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